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7171 CLINTON AVE.    HALIFAX, NS 

Phone: 455-0521                          Fax:  455-0306 

Office Address: 2669 Joseph Howe Drive, Halifax, NS   B3L 4G5 

General Inquiries – office@bethanyunitedchurch.ca  

Facility Rental Inquiries – rentals@bethanyunitedchurch.ca   

www.bethanyunitedchurch.ca 

The Ministry Team 

Minister:  Rev. Kevin Little      kevin.little@eastlink.ca 

Minister Emeritus: Rev. Vincent Ihasz   vianne@ns.sympatico.ca 

Music Director: Shawn Whynot       music@bethanyunitedchurch.ca 

Children and Family Care Ministry:  Louisa Duck lduck@bethanyunitedchurch.ca 

Community Engagement Facilitator: Ann Bradley       abradley@bethanyunitedchurch.ca 
 
Finance Officer: Tina Gascon    finances@bethanyunitedchurch.ca 
Ministry Resource Support: Dana Mills   dmills@bethanyunitedchurch.ca 

Caretaker, James Sweet                            office@bethanyunitedchurch.ca 

 

 

NO SCENTS IS GOOD SENSE. We are a Scent-Free Sacred Space. 

Building on Faith 

Welcome to Bethany United Church 
“We walk by faith, not by sight.” 

                2 Corinthians 5:7 

   

Providing an Awesome Experience of God’s Love! 
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TRANSPORTATION DRIVER – If you require a ride to church, please arrange by    
9 pm of the Friday before the Sunday Service.  If you need to cancel the pick-

up, please notify the volunteer.   For driver information, please call  

Heather Gillis at 902-454-5309 or Harriet King 902 477-5851 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

* Building Closures * 

At Bethany, we simplified our building closure and program cancellation 
policies to ensure duty of care for our faith community. 

During the week and Saturday, Board of Managers in collaboration with lay and 
ministry staff, decide if the building closes to renters and members for clean 
up after weather systems or other building repair or maintenance issues. 

On Sundays, the process for this decision falls to the Lead Minister, Clerk of 
Session and Chair of the Executive Board regarding cancellation of worship 
service. 

An announcement decision will occur by 8am.                                                
Check in various locations, depending on access to power                                  

and technology as applicable for circumstances, i.e. CBC Storm Centre, 
Bethany website, social media, and a congregational email when possible. 

On entry points to the building, posted will be a closure notice.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Family Care Ministries  

Louisa Duck (lduck@bethanyunitedchurch.com) 

Sunday School, for children from age 3 to Grade 9, has come to an end for 
2018-2019. We wish to thank all those who dedicated their time as teachers for 
our the past year.  Please speak to Louisa Duck in person or by email if you 
want to learn more about serving the church in this meaningful way.  The 
Sunday School appreciates all gifts given. Our new process for children and 
youth envelopes are now connected to a family’s PAR or Envelope programs. 
We do ask that families be mindful how impactful donations are to receive. 
These contributions gratefully received enhance this ministry of faith 
development for children and youth. 

For those visiting with children under the age of 3, we do have an unsupervised 
nursery space for your use, ask an usher/staff member about directions to this 
family friendly space. Children’s activity bags are available in the Narthex if 
you wish to use them during the worship service. 



 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Muffin Club will reconvene in the Fall 2019 
Sunday mornings: 8:30am for muffins/coffee and 8:45am for lesson 

Lay-led bible study. All are welcome to attend. 

Contact the Office for more information. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

 

 

 

Bethany United Church Men's Club   

6pm for fellowship with 6:30pm start of 
meal. 

This group will come together again in the fall on the first Wednesday of 
November through to April (none in January).  

Cost is $60.00 for the season or $15 per meal. 

 

BETHANY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS 

Ann Bradley Facilitator (abradley@bethanyunitedchurch.ca) 
 

The following programs are taking a break for the summer months but will 

resume in the Fall. Please stay tuned for start up dates.  
 

YOUTH GROUP Grades 7 -12: This is an opportunity for youth in grades 7 – 12 

to expand and deepen their faith in a safe and faithful community of peers.  

Each evening begins with a group check-in and a theme-based discussion with a 

related activity such as an outreach project; followed by a time of hanging out 

and eating snacks, which are available for purchase. For the rest of the 

evening, we play games, everything from crazy run around games to 

community building games. The youth group plans and leads worship twice a 

year; during Advent with our annual Old Fashioned Christmas- a Stocking 

stuffing party in support of the youth at Phoenix House, and then again in the 

spring at Bethany’s Jazz Vespers service. Throughout 

the year we also have bowling, movie and board game 

evenings and other fun stuff! Sunday evenings 

September – June Start-up Date TBA 
 

SKILLS Grades 5&6: If you have a child of this age 

group and would like to attend SKILLS in September please contact Ann 

Bradley. This program was not offered this past year due to low enrolment but 

we would love to offer it again this coming September.SKILLS is an opportunity 

for youth in grades 5 &6 to gather to build community, and learn about God 

and who we are called to be as Christians in our daily lives.  Each evening 

begins with check-in and a theme-based discussion and a related activity such 

as a craft or an outreach project. This is followed by a healthy snack provided 

by the church. We wrap up the evening with high energy games. There is no 

limit to the fun and games we can get into! Sunday evenings September – June. 

mailto:abradley@bethanyunitedchurch.ca


 

 

JOY (JUST OLDER YOUTH) LUNCH CLUB: A monthly luncheon 

held on the first Tuesday of each month at noon (October to 

December and February to May) for our older youth of Bethany 

(ages 55+). A delicious lunch is served, prepared by our in-

house chef Tim Cormier which includes coffee, tea and dessert 

for $8. Lunch is followed by a guest speaker on topics of 

interest to this community.  
 

WALK AND TALK: An indoor walking program from November to April on 

Wednesday mornings, from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.  Whether you are a fast or slow 

walker and/or talker we welcome you to join us as we walk the meandering 

hallways and rooms of this building to stay healthy and fit during the winter 

months. Coffee, tea, healthy smoothies, crossword puzzles and conversation 

follow the walk. Once a month Rev. Kevin joins us with a thought provoking 

question engaging us in conversation. 

Exercise, eating well and community 

engagement are essential to living a healthy 

lifestyle so bring a friend or family member and walk and talk with us! A small 

weekly donation is accepted to cover the cost of refreshments. 
 

ESSENTRICS EXERCISE FOR FITNESS, PAIN RELIEF AND 

FLEXIBILITY:  A dynamic workout based on the theories of 

Miranda Esmonde-White that simultaneously lengthens and 

strengthens every muscle in the body, resulting in greater 

joint mobility and lean, long muscles. A completely original workout that draws 

on the flowing movements of tai chi which create health and balance, the 

strengthening theories behind ballet which create long, lean, flexible muscles 

and the healing principles of physiotherapy which create a pain free body. This 

a PBS program and will be DVD led, and it is free! All are welcome. No exercise 

equipment necessary, just comfortable clothes! Stay tuned for our start-up 

date in September. 
{   

Meditation with Yvonne Macor: Thursdays at Noon in the 

Chapel. Start Date TBA. Resting your body and mind mid-day 

will release stress and increase space and focus in your life. 

You’ll have more clarity and energy for the afternoon and may 

feel freer, happy and decisive. People often experience 

improved health, vitality and a blossoming in their lives. Come to expand 

beyond your daily grind and get in touch with your true nature. 



 

 

 ISANS (Immigrant Services Association of Nova Scotia) 

Conversation Circle at Bethany: The Community 

Connections Working Group is pleased to announce that 

Bethany will continue to host a Conversation Circle for 

newcomers once a week in the Fall. (Start date TBA). Julie MacDonald , ISANS 

Instructor, is excited to team up with Bethany volunteers who may like to 

engage in very beginning level conversation with new immigrants age 55 plus. 

No previous experience is required, just a friendly welcoming smile! Julie 

creates the lesson plans and our volunteers provide assistance with her class of 

10 newcomers. Volunteers will operate on a rotational schedule each term and 

therefore your commitment need not be every week. If you are interested in 

this outreach program please contact Ann Bradley. 
 

COMMUNITY MEALS: Our Community Connections working Group offers an 

opportunity for Bethany folk and friends to prepare and eat a nutritious meal 

together.  Our goal is to bring people together at the table for a nutritious 

meal using local and sustainably sourced ingredients.  Come to the table where 

stories are shared and community is formed.   We invite 

you to join us in the kitchen where you will be assigned a 

preparation duty or just come eat with us and enjoy this 

time of community over a delicious, healthy meal! Stay 

tuned, sign –up sheets with dates and times will be posted 

in the Fall. 
 

MINISTRY OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE: The Congregational Care Team of 

Bethany consists of volunteer lay persons offering care and support to our 

congregation. This ministry supplements the visitation ministry of our lead 

Minister. The Care Team offers support to those who may be housebound or in 

senior’s residences and can no longer come to church, OR to anyone who may 

feel disconnected from friends and family throughout the week and would 

appreciate a visit or phone call. We also provide support in times of crisis, such 

as an illness or bereavement. If you know of someone who would appreciate a 

visit or a phone call from a Congregational Care Team member please contact 

coordinator Ann Bradley  902-455-0521 ext. 227 or bradley.annc@gmail.com.

Congregational Care Team 

Ministries: 

Home Visits/ Phone Calls 

Home Communion  

Hospital/ Nursing Home Visits 

Appointment Transportation 

Meals in Time of Crisis  

(illness or bereavement) 



 

 

Local Outreach 

SUNDAY SUPPERS 

Your Local Outreach Committee wish to express their ongoing gratitude for the 

generosity and support care that was provided for Sunday Suppers in June.  

The menu, our usual - ham, scalloped potatoes and mixed veg 

plus fruit was joyfully received by attendees at St Andrew’s hall.  

If you want more information on how you can become involved, 

please contact Glen or Carol Knapp at 902-455-5868.    
 

************************************************************************************************* 

Outreach Initiative - Dignity. Period. 

A campaign to help people with periods in Nova Scotia afford the menstrual 

products they need.  Did you know that 1/3 of Canadian women and girls under 

25 have trouble affording menstrual hygiene supplies? And that 1 in 7 girls 

misses school because she doesn't have pads or tampons? Nova Scotia is the 

province with the highest rate of food insecurity in Canada, with 1 in 6 

households unable to afford healthy food, which means they also can't afford 

personal care products. Dignity. Period. is a campaign to get people talking 

about period poverty and taking action to address it. There will be a collection 

box located at the front entrance of the Sanctuary. Donations of pads, 

tampons, and menstrual cups are welcome! They will be distributed in Halifax 

through food banks and other organizations. For information, follow us on 

Facebook at @DignityPeriodCampaign or email 

dignityperiodcampaign@gmail.com. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
As summer is upon us, did you know that all of the choirs at Bethany take a 
break and during the summer months Bethany offers a “Summer Choir”. This 
choir is welcoming to anyone that would like to participate. 

 Each Sunday during the summer months, if you are moved by 
the Spirit and would like to share your voice in song for 
worship with this music ministry, we rehearse at 10:00 AM in 
the Ladies Parlour, learn 1-2 simple selections of music, and 
then present them at the 10:30 AM service.  

Come once or as many times as you wish.  

This is open to all ages! Summer Choir begins on June 23rd 
and will run until September 1st. 

Please come to one of our sessions and you may also 

speak to our Director of Music, Shawn Whynot. 



 

 

“BROADVIEW”- the new United Church Observer 

 

“No, the mail person has not made a mistake! The 

magazine BROADVIEW in your mailbox in early April is 

the Observer with a new name, and new format to draw 

new readers. Coming early to give longer news stand 

life. No United Church of Canada on the masthead - OK 

because it has actually been independent for years. 

United Church coverage remains. More pages, new look. 

As your BROADVIEW Rep. and also a member of the BROADVIEW Board, I would 

like comments and opinions.  

I can pass them on at the AGM in June.” 

You can see me at Coffee Hour, Kathy Brown, Email: kathy@fromthesea.ca 

or call (902) 479-3115. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Bethany Governance Meetings 
 

 

A warm expression of gratitude and a wish of wellbeing for the summer days 
ahead to all from Bethany Boards, Committees and Session member volunteers!   
 

Notes from the Rental Committee and Board of 
Managers 

✍ For your information, the building is open for 
rentals and accessed by community members and 
group of children and youth programs, health and wellness programs, social 
programs, and other community events or opportunities.   

✍ Please visit our various bulletin boards around the building or contact the 
Office to see what is happening here and in our surrounding community. 

✍ The Board of Managers would appreciate that push pins/tacks or tape will no 
further be used on our walls when hanging event notices. Please bring all event 
notices to the Office for proper placement on our bulletin boards. 

✍ Sunday Parking Appeal 

The parking spots designated along the embankment to the right as you enter 
the back-parking lot are to be accessible for those from our church family with 
mobility issues. This appeal is for the use of those individuals attending our 
Sunday morning service only.  Your attention around this need appreciated.  

Suggestions – Do you have some? 

Just a reminder that as a community of faith, we are open to conversation 
here at Bethany.  A suggestion box is in the Narthex, and reviewed frequently 
by members of our Worship Committee, who report to Session. 



 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Stewardship 

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts: If you wish to contribute to the life and work of Bethany we 
have options for you to consider. The church office are happy to help support 
you with setting up one of the following options: 

 Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) - We are able to process monthly (20th 
of each month) donations using a chequing account, VISA or Master Card. 

 Weekly Envelope Program - At the start of each year, or throughout the 
year, contribution envelopes are available from the Office.   

 Visitor Envelopes - Located in the pews and Narthex we have visitor 
envelopes for use during worship services.  Ask an usher for assistance if 
there is not one available.  If visiting and you wish to receive an official 
receipt it is important to provide the details on the envelope as 
requested. 

It is important for those contributors on PAR or with the Weekly Envelopes 
make note of their contribution number that has been assigned to them.  This 
contribution number is important to place on any financial donation being 
given to the church by a donor who is registered with the church as either a 
member or adherent so that it is attributed correctly for an official receipt.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Memorial/Tribute Donations: 

Donation cards/envelopes are available for anyone wanting to provide a gift in 
memory or in tribute to a loved one.  These packages can be found in the 
Narthex or in the foyer outside the church office. 

Our bulletin each week has a spot for Bethany family members and friends to 
honour a special occasion or celebrate the life of someone special.  Please 
contact the Office if you have questions about this opportunity or wish to make 
this expression of love.  
 

“Birthday Ministry” is a celebration of life – a labor of love! As a part of the 
Coffee Hour time after church, on the first Sunday of the month we wish to let 
you know that we thank God for YOU! Our goal is to make people born in that 
month feel loved and remembered on “their” upcoming special day.  If you 
wish to become involved in this new ministry please contact the Office. 
 

Scholarship Opportunity - Visit www.ns.cfns-fcne.ca for further information 
or contact the Office. The scholarship is administered by the Community 
Foundation of Nova Scotia. 



 

 

Fellowship and Hospitality 
Ushering, being a part of our ministry of hospitality is a 
great way to get to know our Bethany family and welcome 
visitors to our sacred space.  If you are friendly, cheerful, and willing to engage 
greeting others with a smile. This might be the season to reach out in this way 
of fellowship and to share God's love with others.  An usher is a spiritual 
ambassador for our church, and if you feel the call of the Holy Spirit to move 
you in this manner, Pam Carter and her team would be interested in hearing 
from you. Contact the Office for further details. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Coffee Hour is another time where God's love and connection can be 
felt most joyously at Bethany after worship on Sunday mornings. This 
is a ministry that serves to provide opportunity for friendship, 
communion and conversation. Julia Jewett, helps lead this team and 
Julia is seeking people to serve in the months of June and 

September. As the warmer weather sneaks in, these months are times where 
people are needed to offer this care and if you are interested in what is 
involved in this ministry, contact the Office, and we will be happy to help you 
get in touch. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

- Fall Faith Study 2019 –  

Kevin will be leading another faith study this fall. Dates to be announced.  

The study will be based on “Why Jesus?” Written by Methodist Bishop, prolific 

author and former Duke University Chaplain, William 

Willimon. “Why Jesus?” explores the attraction, challenge and 

transformational effect of being a Jesus follower.   

“No figure in history has received more attention, and been 

less understood, than Jesus of Nazareth. Much of what has 

been written recently portrays Jesus as a vaguely kind and 

friendly person whose message sometimes pleases but never 

challenges believers. People might even be tempted to ask 

"Why all the fuss? What here is worth devoting my life to?" 

Very little about that Jesus is worth it, says Will Willimon. Yet there is another 

Jesus, the mysterious preacher from Nazareth who continues to invite men and 

women to claim the true meaning of their lives by giving their lives away in 

service to God and others. This Jesus continues to fascinate and compel us, in 

spite of all the attempts to domesticate his message and put distance between 

us and the call to follow. In his radical teachings, his self-sacrificial death, and 

his liberating life beyond death, this Jesus teaches and shows us the true 

meaning and purpose of our own lives.” 



 

 

Bethany’s 16th Annual Fall Fair  
Co-chairs are:   

Mary MacKay, Betty Tozer & Julie Johnson  

Please contact any one of us to volunteer, ask 
questions, or for help needed.  

Donations are the bread and butter of our Fall Fair. We greatly appreciate your 
generous support in making our fair outstanding. Please be considerate of our 

drop off collection times, the list of items we are particularly hoping to 
receive, plus a list of those things we cannot accept.  * New *  

Visit our Fall Fair Communication Board in the Fellowship Hall for all info 
regarding ways to give from the heart.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

A Message from Fall Fair Coordinators 2019  

Good Sunday to All,  

* Our Sorting Committee, led by Karen Hatcher and Annie Bayne, will start 
receiving donations this Wednesday.  Please note, a change will be the use of 
our new ramp located at 2669 Joseph Howe Drive for receiving your good will 
items. This action will make it easier for those with boxes and larger objects.  
The sorting will be done in the gym.  If anyone has larger objects, that need 
to be picked up, we would appreciate a call to the church the day before so 

we can arrange a pick up.    

* The Craft Table Committee wishes to remind anyone who is working on 
hand made projects that would work nicely on the craft table to think about 

donating your talents to their table.  Each year the homemade sewing, 
knitting, etc… make this a popular “go to” table and we would like your 

support in donating to this area of the Fall Fair. Many thanks!  

FOR SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS: MORE INFORMATION TO COME!  

******************************************************* 

Many thanks to the congregation of Bethany for 
your stupendous support of the                            

“New to You”Jewellery and Accessories 
Committee at the 2018 Fall Fair.  

We look forward to this coming October 19th and 
will gratefully receive NOW and in the coming 

months donations of gently used HATS, SCARVES, 
HANDBAGS, SUNGLASSES, EARRINGS, NECKLACES, 

BROOCHES, BRACELETS, WATCHES, RINGS and 
JEWELLERY BOXES, etc.  

 

 



 

 

Donations Drop Off  

Drop off are on Wednesdays, June 19th to 
October 2nd Drop off time: 11:00 AM until 3:00 

PM.  

Drop-Off Coordinator is Karen Hatcher.  

Gently used items we need:  

• Dishes, glasses, cookware, 
tableware, kitchen utensils, etc.  

• Freshly clean and folded linens  

• Lamps, small appliances, radios, mini-speakers, etc.  Tools, garden 
and lawn care items  

• Purses, ornaments, planters, vases, decorative items  

• Framed art  

• Furniture in excellent condition  

• Clean and safe toys and baby items   

• Christmas and seasonal decorations  

• Paperback novels, published since 1980  

• Children’s books  

• New and finished crafts  

• Jewelry, small jewelry boxes, scarves  

• Vinyl records (45’s or 33’s)   

Unfortunately, we are NOT able to accept: children’s car seats or helmets, 
stuffed toys, TV’s, bulky or heavy sports items, clothing or footwear. The only 
books we can handle are paperback novels (post 1980), and children’s books.  

************************************************************  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE.  

    


